[Ecoparasitoses and public health in Brazil: challenges for control].
Parasitic skin diseases such as scabies, pediculosis, tungiasis, and cutaneous larva migrans are hyperendemic in the numerous poor communities in Brazil and are commonly associated with considerable morbidity. However, programs to control ectoparasites are non-existent in the country's public health system. Due to neglect of these diseases by the population itself and health care professionals, the diseases' highly contagious characteristics, and lack of effective treatment and/or presence of animal reservoirs together with a complex life cycle, effective control of ectoparasites is an enormous public health challenge. This article discusses potential measures to control parasitic skin diseases in affected communities, based on mass treatment, health education, and (when applicable) eradication of animal reservoirs.